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SUGIHARA Kazushi : Extending the life of cracked plastic cages for breeding mice and rats.

The cages used for housing mice and rats in the facility are made of polysulfone resin, but frequent cracking has led to significant disposal

costs. Previously, minor cracks were ignored, but larger cracks caused accidents where mice got their fingers caught. To reduce waste and

expenses, a repair method was explored using a plastic repair kit that embeds heated metal wires into the thermoplastic material. This

method successfully extended the cages' lifespan, cutting waste disposal in half and significantly reducing costs. However, the process

requires dexterity and patience, so cost-effectiveness and personnel suitability must be considered. Nonetheless, it proves useful in

facilities with high cage usage.
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