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YANO Hiroyuki : The current status of Camellia at the National Institute of Genetics and approach for reviving it

There are about 200 camellia trees planted at the National Institute of Genetics (NIG). Unfortunately, accurate records have not been kept,

and the exact cultivar names are unclear. I investigated past annual reports of the NIG and found that it is highly likely that these camellias

are “Edo Camellias”, which were developed in the Edo period around Edo, and were introduced from Minagawa Camellia Garden in

Angyo, Kawaguchi City, Saitama Prefecture before 1951. I hope to contribute to the preservation of the advanced horticultural culture of

the Edo period by properly maintaining and revitalizing these precious “Edo Camellias”. As a first step, I am currently working on

assigning individual numbers and identifying the cultivar names. I would like to report on the progress of this work.
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